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serving St. Philip’s and St. John UCC

OFor surely | know the plans | have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope.O

Jeremiah 29:11
Greetings St. John UCC and St. PhilipOs UCC!

The above verse from Jeremiah is often quoted around graduations and milestones in the lives of
individuals. ItOs a hopeful verse, naming GodOs ultimate desire for our wellbeing and identifying a plan for a
hopeful future.

ThereOs just one catch. Read out of context, itOs an incredibly uplifting verse of scripture. Read with the
surrounding text, the tenor of the verse changes. Jeremiah is speaking the words of God to the Israelite
people while they are in the midst of exile. Babylon has conquered their land and sent the people away to
live as exiles, separated from their communities, their friends, their families, their culture and traditions. The
people have lost everything, and Jeremiah speaks as the mouthpiece of God, assuring them that, after
seventy years, they will return from the exile and then their future will once again be filled with hope. But
right now, staring down a couple of generationOs lifetimes of exile ahead of them, the people receiving this
word of GodOs plans for their welfare and a hopeful future understood that to be a prophecy for their
childrenOs children, not a prophecy that they would see fulfilled in their lifetimes.

But then again, perhaps there is, indeed, hope to be found in such a verse today. In a society addicted to
instant gratification, it can be easy to miss. Those plans for a bright future arenOt for me, so why should |
care?

As an old Greek proverb reads, OA society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know
they shall never sit in.O

You can slice the dire plight of the world around us any way youOd likeNthereOs despair to be found in any
newspaper or news app you open everyday. By the grace of God, all things are possibleNbut IOm doubtful
weOll solve all the worldOs problems in my lifetime.

But that doesnOt mean~there(~)s nothing to be done today that will make the world better for our childrenOs
children. In fact, thereOs plenty of work to be done todayNplenty of trees to plant whose shade someone
else will enjoy.

Jeremiah didnOt mince words: the people who heard his words firsthand were not going to live to see the end
of the exile. But, eventually, their childrenOs children would. So, Jeremiah advises them, hold fast to your
faith, teach it to your children, and live your lives in the way of love and grace that God desires. Do the hard
work of loving your neighbors. And, your children will learn to love their neighbors. And your childrenOs
children will learn to love their neighbors.

The real truth: the people muddle through the exile, and eventually, they do indeed return to their land. But
they never rebuild their sovereign nation. And over the years, theyOd find themselves fighting with and being
occupied by any number of other bigger and more powerful nations.

Was the prophecy wrong? What about GodOs plans for their welfare, for a future filled with hope?

Many, many generations later, Jesus would arrive on the scene to try to help them understand. Their
welfare, their future filled with hopeNit doesnOt matter which empire is occupying them or oppressing themN
their welfare and future filled with hope has always been possible, regardless of exiles or wars or
occupations. (continued on Page 2)
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Church Info

Rev. Laura Mignerone
Call/Text (314) 452-0785
Imignerone @gmail.com
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St. John United Church of Christ St. PhilipOs United Church of Christ
920 E. Gravois Avenue 10708 Lavinia Drive
St. Clair, MO 63077 St. Louis, MO 63123
314-843-5100
Facebook Facebook
stjohnstclair.com stphilipsucc.com
9:00am Services are Livestreamed on Facebook 9:30am Services are Livestreamed on Facebook
Mission Statement Mission Statement
Pray together. St. PhilipOs United Church of Christ
Is a loving Christian community
Play tOgether. believing in Jesus Christ and
empowered by the Holy Spirit
Serve together. P d Y =P
St. John UCC Online Giving St. PhilipOs Vision Statement
https://tithe.ly/give _new/www/#/tithely/ We are called to the body of Jesus
give/1303503?widget=0 Christ, with:

Minds to study GodOs word,
Mouths to proclaim the Gospel,
Eyes to see the needs of others,
Arms to welcome all,

Hearts big enough to share GodOs

_ love with all GodOs children.
(continued from front page)

Love God, love your neighbors, and live into GodOs kingdom of love and grace here and now. Indeed,
then your welfare, your hope for the future, will be revived!

The words from JeremiahOs prophecy are a rallying cry, not just for graduates or those on the edge of a
great milestone in life, but for all of us. When the world around us feels like itOs falling apart, when despair
and hopelessness threaten us daily, heed GodOs words spoken through Jeremiah: OFor surely | know the
plans | have for youEplans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.O

Plant the trees of hope today that you might never sit under. Plant the seeds of love and compassion that
you might never taste the fruit of. Invest in acts of grace and mercy that you might never reap a profit
from.

DonOt give up hope, friends. The exile wonOt last forever. Our childrenOs children are depending on us to
prepare the way forward, with hope.

With hope,

Pastor Laura
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In our May Worship Plans!

Thoughts ~ May 4, 2025 (St. PhilipOs UCC)
and Prayers Communion @ St. PhilipOs

- Acts 9:1-20
- John 21:1-19
LaDonna Kay Anderson 'May 11, 2025 (St. John UCC)
Brooke Bliss Communion @ St. John UCC
: : - Acts 9:36-43
eyl - John 10:22-30
Dave Boyanchek | \May 18, 2025 (St. PhilipOs UCC)
Joyce Brand - Revelation 21:1-6

- John 13:31-35
May 25, 2025 (St. John UCC)

Jennifer Clifton
Virginia Hladnick

_ - Acts 16:9-15
Dori Hudson - John 5:1-9
Marilyn Milne
Merle Schuette May Council Meetings
Paul Shrout St. PhIIIpOS
o Monday, May 5 7:00pm
Paula Williams St. John UCC L
Monday, May 12 6:00pm St. PhilipOs
’ ' 1 Dori Hudson
St Jonn UCC 1 Olivia Stevenson
I t. John 5 Mike Shelton
May Blrthdays 5 Janice Girardier 8 George Brand Il
: 8  Kyle Juergens 9 Stacey Witte
ooy B loou LI 10 Chevnge i1 Ly i
. ' . ) ) 18 Cole Rucker 14 Kimberly Kelly
will be celebrating a birthday in 18 Claire DeMello 15 Pam Henson
May. _ _ 24 Melissa Scheer 16 Shirley Oldani
The following words will be | | 17 Carl Philips
heard on the 1st Sunday of Anniversaries 19 Emily Meininger
each month. 15 Robert & Janet Van og illiam Matthews Jr
OHappy Birthday to You!, Leer _ 21 Jason Yung
Happy Birthday to You!, 16 Jason & Sheila 23 Sue Bowles
Happy Birthday James _ 26 Sheannon Hladnick
Everybody!, 18 Delmar & Jennifer 55 grandi Armistead
and God Bless you!O Wachter 27 Haylee Womack
30 Tom .& Erma 29 Sandy Stevenson
Wideman

31 Laura Brym



Pastor LauraOs Graduation!
Pastor Laura will graduate from Eden Theological Seminary with her Doctor of
Ministry degree on May 16, 2025 . The ceremony will be at 5:30pm at Eden
Theological Seminary, and will also be livestreamed on Eden SeminaryOs
Facebook page.
Pastor Laura will give a public presentation of her thesis, OTeamwork Makes the
Dream Work: Collaborative Ministry as a Model of Congregational and
Community Transformation and Hope,O on Wednesday, May 14, at 10:45am at
Eden Seminary (this will also be accessible to the public via Zoom, though the
link has not been provided yet).

Upon conferral of the degree, Pastor LauraOs official title will be:
The Rev. Dr. Laura Mignerone

You can definitely still refer to her as Pastor Laura, but sheOll smile if you use the
honorific. !
Thank you to both congregations, and especially those from St. John who

participated in interviews for my research, for your relentless support and grace
over the five years itOs taken to get here. WE did it!!!

Save the date!
Our Second Annual All Church retreat at Camp MoVal with our friends
from BOTH St. PhilipOs UCC and St. John UCC will be May 31-June 1 !

We will join together to celebrate the Rite of Confirmation with our
confirmands (Ethan Swanson and Jordan Maune) in worship at Camp
MoVal the morning of June 1 . More details coming soon!

Please let Pastor Laura or Andrea Tukin know how you plan to
participate (Saturday day, Saturday overnight, or just Sunday
worship).

St. PhilipOs UCC: May 18
GRADUATION SUNDAYS! St. John UCC: May 25

During worship at each church, we will recognize and pray for our 2025
graduates!

St. PhilipOs UCC, please send the names of graduates and the institution they
are graduating from to the church office by May 11.

St. John UCC , please send the names of graduates and the institution they are
graduating from to Pastor Laura by May 18.



LITURGISTS NEEDED!
Both churches always need liturgists for the Sundays Pastor Laura is physically at Othe
other church,O0 and St. John also needs tech operators to run the PowerPoint
presentations those same Sundays.
The liturgist receives a copy of all the prepared liturgy (the prayers, scripture readings,
and everything to be said during the worship service) ahead of time, and leads worship
for the morning. Everything is fully scripted for the liturgist, and Pastor Laura is available
to answer any questions or give further guidance as needed.
THANK YOU to all those who have already volunteered! We are hoping to expand the
pools of regular liturgists at each church so that we can share this responsibility together.
If you are interested in serving as a liturgist, or if you have questions, please reach out to
Pastor Laura.

el
St. John UCC | St. John UCC
VBS Planning | Webb Scholarship Recipients
Meeting! | This year, three graduates from St. Clair High School

WeOre meeting with our UMQ iy each receive $250 scholarships from our St.

friends to decide how we; John UCC Webb Scholarship fund.
want to tackle VBS thisl!

s ummer together o n: They will be presented certificates at the St. Clair

Tuesday, May 7 at 10:30am ! High School Scholarship Award event on May 20 |,

at the St. Clair Library . : and we look forward to celebrating with them on
'AII who are interested in: Graduatlc.m Sunday at St. John UCC on May 25!
part|C|pat|ng In thelTheyare. -

| discussion are invited. If you! Lillie Coello

have thoughts but are unablel Liam James

to make this partlcularI Lilian Rucker

meeting, please contactl
Pastor Laura prior to theI
meeting. Thanks! :

: St. John UCC Tri-Church ChildrenOs Ministry!

: The third Monday of each monthNnext up is May 19! l.

- All are invited to join us for dinner at St. Clair UMC at H )h—N’N
:6:00pm, followed immediately by a Bible story, M[ LTF\]ES
: games, crafts, and more! Reach out to Pastor Laura

- with questions!!

Congratulations to our graduates and prayers for
the journey ahead!



St. John UCC Sunday School! _I
We realize it isnOt always possible (thereOs grace!), but
you know that you will be bringing your children/:
grandchildren to church on a particular Sunday, please let

: Accessible curriculum, worksheets, and craft supplies are ALWAYS:
| available for anyone to utilize, but more specific plans with intentionality
I'around ages and interests of children can be made when we know who will :
| be there. Thanks for your help!

Agape House :_ St. John UCCOs |
is very low on | May Special Offering |

AGAPE | HOUSE ;ﬁgncelrd 98832 | Our May special offering will be for Agape
y 9 | House. With the rise of so many prices,

- all donations o _
are appreciated! Please place |nee_ds' W|th_|n the community are
| continuing to increase.

food donations in the barrels in I
the entryway. | Agape House provides limited shelter
If youOd like to contribute|space, access to their food pantry, and |
financially, please indicate |financial assistance for those in need. If |
OAgape HouseO on your checksyou wish to contribute financially, please

or envelopes. | | indicate OAgape HouseO on your checks
Thank you! | envelopes.
| Thank you for your generosity! I
-

_I_-_._-_-_._\_:w-_-v ________________________________________________________________ -

St. PhilipOs Book Club will meet after church orMay 18 to !
By discuss OFinding MeO. e — :
' Our next selection is The Mayor of Py \ i

. Maxwell Street by Avery Cunningham, a § iy
__\ love story set in 1920's Chicago. MAYOR |
SR Consider joining us to read this book. We Y |
FINDING Mé® share a potluck lunch and always have a & A( oy ELL :
I

I

I

I

I
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Sunday good time. Books are checked out in Kit [RIUR SN
form from the St. Louis County Library, so § il B
May 18 you donOt have to purchase a copy of you \\

10 15am own. Our Next Seleci N

'BOOK CLUB
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! FatherOs Day at St. PhlllpOs:

IAt Sunday Worship on FatherOs Day
I (June 15), we will have
_ : Cardinals Day at St.

1 Philip's. We are
: :asking everyone to
! | wear a Cardinals shirt

~ lor ared shirt

Camp MoVal I e o e
June 29-July 3 Save the Date - St. PhilipOs
If anyone is interested in SPRING CONGREGATIONAL
attending Camp Mo-Val, registration has MEETING - Sunday, May 4, 2025

begun. i
Please plan to attend this very

St. Philip's UCC is willing to sponsor any : :
important meeting to be held

youth or family attending camp by paying for

50% of your session. immediately following the May 4
If you are interested, please contact Andrea worship service. New committee and
Tukin or Pastor Laura. Church Council members will be voted
We have several people that plan to attend on. Annual Reports will be available on
family camp there (ALL Ages, 3 and under April 20 on the credenza just outside

free) June 29- July 3. For more information h t that :
on the camps offered or to register € sanctuary so that you can review

visit https://missourimidsouth.org/camp- | them prior to the meeting.
moval .

ST. PHILIPOS - OUTREACH MINI

A wonderful assortment of almost 15
baby, and toiletries were delivered tc |
58 Ministries by Donna Phillips, &=
Hickman and Barbara Barnes. We
Impressed by the services that Isa
offers. Thanks to everyone for
generosity.

St. PhilipOs - SUNDAY SCHOOL & BABYSITTING ON SUNDAYS

Babysitting is available during the church service in the first classroom on the right in
the Early Childhood hallway.

If you are interested in teaching Sunday School or helping with the younger children,
please contact Andrea Tukin or see the GREEN sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
There is also a PINK sign up on the bulletin board to do Children's Time during the
service.! Lessons can be provided for you.


https://missourimidsouth.org/camp-moval
https://missourimidsouth.org/camp-moval

St. PhilipOs - WILLING WORKERS

The Activity Director at Blue Bird Nursing Home (formerly Green Park) was happy to get the
53 Easter candy favors the Willing Workers made before Easter.

As of now, at sometime by speaker phone we will read a Bible story or Bible verses to a
group of patients followed by a short lesson by either or Donna or Pastor Laura for them to
listen to. No date has been set, but IOm sure they will enjoy this.

On Thursday, May 1 at noon at VirgininaOs house we will begin Vacation Bible School
decorations. The themes this year is Road Trip. We wll be making poster board license plates
and road signs.

All are welcome to join us.  Bring your SCISSORS a sandwich, and | will have coffee and tea.
Hope to see you then. If you have any questions, please call me at 314-843-3605. We are
looking forward to seeing you.

Thanks, Virginia
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A big thank you to the 14 girls from
Troop 2106 (and their leaders
Angela Boyer and Christine) who
volunteered to clean St. PhilipOs
Sanctuary on April 17th. The Troop
uses St. PhilipOs for their monthly
meetings, and we are grateful for
them volunteering for this service
project.

Their leaders said they were so
happy to clean up the worship space
(they did most of the work), and
they were able to earn their helpful
badges for the experience.!

Thanks to all of them for doing a
great job!




| St Philips

ILUNCH Please join the Lunch Bunch &ednesday, May 14, 2025 at:

: Hesslers Pub &t1:30 (new time) . Hesslers is located at 11804

IBUNCH Tesson Ferry Road in the Plaza 21 Mall close to Baptist Ch:urch
Road.

I

IAII are welcome!See the signup sheet on the bulletin board and S|gnup by
| Monday, May 12If you have any questions call Lois Decker at 314-843- 0183

Many thanks to....

'.'* ® * Dori Hudson, Patty Siewing, and Walter Knoll
"m’ Habltat Florist for donating items to the UCC fundraiser

for Humanity® auction for Habitat -- you can't have an auction
without auction items, and your generosity is appreciated!

* Everyone who supported the auction by placing bids -- you can't have an aucti
without bids, and this auction netted $4,100 for Habitat!

* Everyone who supported the corned beef dinner held at Samuel UCC -- you ca
have a dinner if no one eats and this event netted $8,700 for Habitat.

The St. Philip's Habitat work day is scheduled foGaturday, June 7th-- you
can't have a work day without workers and Andrea Tukin is coordinating filling
those volunteer slots. There are many UCC congregations in the St. Louis area t
are much larger than St. Philip's yet they struggle to provide a half-crew (5 peopl
or cannot supply any volunteers at all. Given our size, our congregation can
very proud that 2025 will be the third consecutive year that we have provided a fu
10-person crew!

Please contact Terri Karcher if you have any questions about Habitat or our supp
of this important organization.

IBROWN BAG LUNCH WITH PAUL & ART e |

| Join us for fun, food and fellowship at "Brown Bag Lunch with Paul and LuncH-or |
|Art".! Our member Paul Shrout is housebound andlis unable to attend
ichurch services and activities, so we will bring the fun!and fellowship
to him! |

| Members and friends are invited to bring a sandwich in a brown bag and share the |
lunch hour with Paul and Art on Tuesday, May 13 at 12:00 noon at 10360 -
. Concord School Road, 63128, across from Concord School.! Paul and Art can seat I
|6 7 people, but there are only 4 parking spots I See the signup sheet on the |
|  bulletin board. For questions call Barbara Barnes (314) 843-4157.
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ST. PHILIPS UCC S—
VACATION 9:00 a.m. -

11:30 am
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More information and register: \
Visit: stphilipsucc.com OR
ON NITH GOD

https://forms.gle/WcONLzwCuN3DCDSW9

St. PhilipOs VBS Needs You!

Greetings Fellow Travelers!! Our annual'VBS!will bethe week of July 21st - 25th !

We hope you can join us on our Road Trip for some fun, faith, and adventure! We are
currently in need of volunteers for the week. If you are interested
in helping, please contact Andrea or Jordan.

We appreciate your continuous!love and support as we enrich

the lives of our youth!!Please let us know if you have any
DU"D TDID questions!!

e The Learning Ministry

ST. PHILIPOS YOUNG ADULT AND FAMILY UPCOMING EVENTS

May 17 Young Adult Outing (tbd)

May 31-Junel Camp MoVal Retreat

June 7 Habitat for Humanity

June 11 Whitaker Music Festival @ Missouri Botanical Gardens

June 29-July 3 Family Camp @ Camp Mo-Val
July 9 Family Pool Party (at TukinOs or Virginia HladnickOs house)



THE EASTERN ASSOCTATION OF UCC CHURCHES” SOCTAL JUSTICE TEAM
PRESENTS

(0D 15 GREAT, GOD IS GREEN - THE BIBLE & ECO-JUSTICE

A'LECTURE EXPLORING BIBLICAL EXPRESSIONS OF GODS CARE FOR CREATION & WHAT THAT MEANS FOR OUR LIVES.

FEATURING REV. DR. J. CLINTON MCCANN MAY 21, 6:30 PM

EVANGELTCAL PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION, 110N UCC

EDEN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 115 § WASHINGTON AVE, UNTON, M0
REGISTER AT WWW ALLINMUSICPROTECT. ORG
D
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ARTWORK: PSALM 1 BY JOKN AUGUST SWANSON
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